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Open in order to . . .



Everyone has the right to freely participate in 
the cultural life of the community, to share 
scientific advances and its benefits, and to get 
credit for their own work.

- Article 27, UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights 





UNESCO 
Recommendation
on Open Science





On August 25, 2022, the White House Office of Science & 
Technology Policy (OSTP) issued a memorandum on 
Ensuring Free, Immediate, and Equitable Access to 
Federally Funded Research calling on federal agencies to 
make “articles resulting from all U.S. federally funded 
research freely available and publicly accessible by 
default in agency-designated repositories without any 
embargo or delay after publication.” 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp/news-updates/2022/08/25/ostp-issues-guidance-to-make-federally-funded-research-freely-available-without-delay/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp/news-updates/2022/08/25/ostp-issues-guidance-to-make-federally-funded-research-freely-available-without-delay/


● Calls on agencies to make taxpayer-funded research publications available 
immediately, at no cost to the public, and that they be made publicly 
accessible by default in agency-designated repositories.  

● Calls on agencies to make the underlying data needed to validate the 
conclusions of articles immediately available at the time of publication.

● Includes new provisions to improve scientific research integrity, including 
making appropriate metadata available at the time of publication, and 
promotes the use of persistent identifiers for all research outputs.

● Asks agencies to reduce inequities in both the publishing of and access to 
federally funded research publications and data, especially among 
individuals from underserved backgrounds and those who are early in their 
careers.



Covering Costs for Publications and Data 

“…in consultation with OMB, federal agencies should allow 
researchers to include reasonable publication costs and costs 
associated with submission, curation, management of data, 
and special handling instructions as allowable expenses in all 
research budgets…”

The memo does not say that a researcher or institution must pay an 
article processing charge (APC) to comply with an agency public 
access plan.



Comments on 
the NIH Public 
Access Plan will 
be accepted until 
11:59 PM on 
April 24, 2023.  
Comments can 
be submitted via 
the online portal



1. How to best ensure equity in publication opportunities for NIH-supported investigators.

2. Steps for improving equity in access and accessibility of publications.

3. Methods for monitoring evolving costs and impacts on affected communities.

4. Early input on considerations to increase findability and transparency of research.

“While comments are welcome on all elements of the NIH Public Access Plan, input 
would be most welcome on Section III related to scholarly publications and on the 
particular issues identified below.”



NIH’s Draft Public Access Plan

● Manuscript deposit is the most affordable and equitable 
compliance mechanism because it is free for the 
investigator to deposit

● Must ensure researchers can secure full reuse rights for 
their author’s accepted manuscript 



2023 
Year of 

Open Science!

open.science.gov



The Year of Open Science Goals

1. Develop a strategic plan for open science
2. Improve the transparency, integrity, and equity of reviews
3. Account for open science activities in evaluations
4. Engage underrepresented communities in the 

advancement of open science

nasa.github.io/Transform-to-Open-Science



● Peer-reviewed publications are made immediately openly available via deposit of 
final accepted manuscripts in a NASA-approved repository (PubSpace). 

● Research data and software are shared openly at the time of publication or the end 
of the funding award, and in a citable manner.

● Unrestricted mission software is developed openly.
● Science workshops and meetings are held openly to enable broad participation.





 

Equitable Access 



“Build Capacity for Robust Equity Assessment for Policymaking and
Program Implementation”



Thank you!
katie@sparcopen.org


